Lidio lacobelli got paint,
Steve Mulligan got power

Steve Mulligan missed a yellow 98
Cobra he had previously owned, so he
changed this ‘97 ragtop from red to its
current striking yellow just

he bought it. He likes yelloy

he just resprayed his 93 Lightning to
match —all the better to attract atten-
tion. One neat invisible touch is that
the convertible’s doors can be opened
via solenoids activated by the Viper
alarm's remote control.




A Steve’s internally stock modular wore a Vortech
S-Trim when we shot it. By the time you read this,
it will have been replaced by a T-Trim with boost-
improving Anderson Ford Motorsport Power Pipe.
With installer Lidio already coaxing as much as 18
psi from the smaller S-Trim, we hope Steve’s boost
gauge has a lot of range.

Block... ...Stock alloy 4.6L
Heads. Stock, unported
Intake.
Throttle Body .
Camshaft
.Vortech S-Trim
BK full-length headers,
mber Flowmaster mufflers
Fuel Pump Bosch 255-Iph,
Kenne Bell Boost-a-Pump
Mass Air Meter Stock (soon to be
Pro-M 80mm)
Engine
Management Autologic chip, tuned
by Lidio lacobelli
Transmission Stock T45
Rearend. .FRPP 8.8 with 4.56 gears
Spring ... 95 Cobra R
Struts/Shocks tock with FRPP
caster/camber plates

An Equitable

) Arrangement

and nearly everything else that wasn’t welded on;
on went the Spies Hecker yellow paint, garnished
with chrome Cobra R rims and a Classic Design
Concepts lightbar. Still not satisfied the drop-top
would garner enough stares, Steve then added
Saleen ground effects, a Speedster tonneau, and a
Steeda wing. But his skilled handiwork had by
then created something of a gnat-in-yellow-jacket’s
clothing, since mechanically the DOHC 4.6
remained basically stock.

It wouldn’t remain that way for long, though,
because that's about when Steve got the call to
paint Lidio’s Windsor coupe, and the two soon
came to agreeable economic terms. “After finishing
Lidio’s car,” Steve says of his method of payment,
“we traded my services for his.” Now, Lidio’s ser-
vices almost invariably involve a Vortech centrifugal
supercharger—he figures an S-Trim and a Four-
Valve go together like Charlton Heston and the
Second Amendment. So, in return for his skills
with a spray gun, Steve now has a supercharged
saffron snake that will run 11.80s at 117 mph.

A Steve tossed his original seats
in favor of these Cobra Daytonas,
which come with tracks having far
more aft travel adjustment than
the legroom-stingy factory setup.
These good-looking, supportive
buckets, combined with CDC’s
lightbar and Saleen’s Speedster
tonneau, really spice up the
Cobra’s interior.

4 One of these cool, covered rocker
switches controls the Cobra’s non-
functional nitrous system. Nonfunc-
tional? That's right—the N,0O’s not
plumbed to the engine at all, just to
the hoodscoops where Steve can
purge the lines for show, “like a
snake hissing, ready to strike out
and bite those pesky rodent SS
Camaros.” 5.0
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