Oh, Brother!

No rivalry here!
Frank lacobelli
shares the
Mustang passion

W, H . Frank and Lidio yanked the Pace Car’s original four-popper and dropped in a used,

’th o’der g ? 100K-mile 302. Fortunately, it was a motor with forged pistons and it's still running strong. A mild

sibl ing Lidio = S 4 Lunati cam, Performer RPH Air Gap intake, 650-cfim Demon carb and ported iron GT-40s make up the
3 & engine’s straightforward combination. There’s a 200hp squeeze from the bottle, too.

Frank lacobelli’s '79 Pace Car is all original on the out-
side, except for the re-painted hood scoop. The original
pewter-over-black paint has held up well, although
some of the red and orange stripes have begun to fade.
Still, it's in great original condition.
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A little clue there's more thana A reverse-pattern Cheetah SCS The Pace Car’s interior is mostly The hatch’s storage space is

turbo four-banger beneath the shifter from Turbo Action original, including the rare Recaro taken up with a battery box and

Pace Car’s hood scoop is the handles the gear shifts of the  seats, though he does use covers on big blue bottle. The NOS system

pair of Auto Meter fuel pressure  car’s JPT-prepped C4, which them. Frank replaced the stock provides an instant 200hp hit to

gauges—one for the motor, one  features a 4,000-stall Stallion gauges with Auto Meters and mount- propel the Pace Car from

for the nitrous system. converter from Precision ed switches in place of the stock 11-second e.t.s to mid-10s.
Industries. heater controls.

Our brief spin in the car [
proved Frank isn’t boasting. The
car retains a complete interior,
including somewhat worn, but
original black-and-white Recaro
seats that were part of the Pace
Car package. There’s no cage to
climb over, and the original
gauges have been replaced with a
set of Auto Meter Ultra-Lites. The
HVAC controls have been
replaced with a series of switches
and indicator lights, too.

Near-future plans call for
replacing the venerable 302 with a
392 stroker and ditching the
squeeze.

“I want to go mid-10s on
motor,” Franks says emphatically.

It’s an admirable goal, but with
Lidio’s help, it shouldn’t be too
hard to reach.

What are brothers for, right? 2~
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